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Pr incipaL's  message
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Phone: (780) 986-5991    Em ail: whps@blackgold.ca

Pr incipal: Mr . Raym ond Cable          Assist ant  Pr incipal: Mr . Rob Froland

March is here! The days are getting longer and the promise of Spring doesn?t feel all that far 

away. After the frigid temperatures felt all the way from prairies through to Texas, even the 

-20 degree days are feeling like a bit of a reprieve. St. Patrick?s Day is only about two and a 

half weeks away, and with a litt le bit of the luck of the Irish, we will start to see a good melt 

by then.

Student report cards will be emailed home on the 19th and teachers will coordinate with 

their homeroom classes on how to book virtual interviews. Interviews will be run between 

March 22nd and 26th. Unfortunately, we will not be running the ever-famous book fair this 

go-around. We have been finding more success with individual classroom orders.

To kick-off the last day of classes before we all take a much-needed break, March 26th will 

be a beach theme. I hope we get to see our students wearing their beach outfits. I know I?m 

ready for the warmer weather and will definitely try to encourage it with my shades and 

best Tommy Bahama shirt.

May Spring Break offer you plenty of rest and relaxation!

mailto:whps@blackgold.ca


Counsellor?s Corner  

Mrs. Christou

March, 2021

Spring is right around the corner! The snow is melting and the sun 

is shining as I write this. I know there is still a really big chance that 

more snow and cold weather will come our way before winter 

gives up completely, but for now, I am grateful.

Practicing gratitude is an easy way to lift our spirits and raise our overall happiness level. We can 

practice gratitude by writing in a journal, or simply taking a few minutes each day to think about 

the wonderful things in our lives. I am grateful for my family, my dog, and my school community. I 

am also thankful for mountains and rivers, the forest behind my house, and wide open spaces to 

play. When I think about these very simple things, I am practicing gratitude.

Another way to lift your spirits is to share kindness. When we help others, we are also helping 

ourselves. It might be a smile, a compliment, or a good deed. All of these are ways to show 

kindness, and all acts of kindness, no matter how small make a difference. 

Being aware of our own gifts and abilit ies, and using them on a daily basis is another way to raise 

our confidence and happiness level. Make a list of things you are good at; ask your friends if you 

need some reminders. Then, each day make a point of using your gifts and abilit ies, and pay 

attention to how this affects your happiness level, as well as those around you. Too often we get 

caught up in what we need to improve, instead of what we already do well.

This has been a very unique school year, and we have come together as a school community to 

support each other through some difficult circumstances. With four months left, I encourage you 

to look for the silver linings in all we have experienced this year. Our children will have stories to 

tell their grandchildren about how the world changed and we 

learned to adapt and pivot quickly. Although we are still in the 

midst of this pandemic, I can see the light at the end of this tunnel 

and look forward to reaching it with all of you in the near future.

If you would like to reach out, please contact me at 

cindy.christou@blackgold.ca . I would be happy to lend a listening 

ear, and point you in the right direction for further supports.

Take care,

   Mrs. Christou



Wolver ine Dat es t o Rem em ber
Mar  3: Early Dismissal; No Kindergarten Classes
Mar  10: Last Day of Term 2
Mar  11: First Day of Term 3
Mar  12: PD Day - No School
Mar  14: Daylight Savings Begins - Clocks "spring" forward 1 hour
Mar  19: Term 2 Report Cards Emailed Home

World Down Syndrome Awareness Day - Crazy Sock Day
Gr 3A - Ukrainian Pioneer Easter - In-School Field Trip

Mar  26: Gr 4H - Ukrainian Pioneer Easter - In-School Field Trip
Character Ed Assembly - HUMILITY
Spirit Day - Beach/Hawaiian Day

Mar  29
     -Apr  4: Spring Break - No School
Apr  5: Easter Monday - No School
Apr  6: World Autism Day - Wear Blue Day!
Apr  7: Early Dismissal; No Kindergarten Classes
Apr  8: WHPS SC & FC Meeting - 6:30 pm
Apr  22: International Earth Day
Apr  28: Character Ed Assembly - WISDOM
Apr  30: PD Day - No School

St af f  Planning & 
Developm ent  Days

BGSD?s staff planning & 
development program and the 
Alberta Teachers? Association?s 
Institute days for all staff will 
continue again this year. 
St udent s do not  at t end 
classes on t hese dat es.

March 12

April 30

May 20-21

St udent  Pick -Up

We are unable t o release 
st udent s t o anyone besides 
t heir  parent s or  legal 
guardians. If someone other 
than yourselves will be picking up 
a student, we need notification 
from you by either a phone call 
or a note to the classroom 
teacher or the office. Thank you 
for your help in this matter.

* * If there is a legal custody 
order that pertains to your child, 
please be advised that in order 
to enforce this, we must have a 
copy at the school.



In  an ef for t  to r educe contact , we have r elocated the l ost  
and found to the of f i ce. I f  any of  these i tem s ar e your s or  
you 'd l i ke to check  and see, please send an em ai l  to 
tobey.m or r i s@blackgold.ca or  cal l  t he of f i ce at  
780-986-5991. One of  us w i l l  be happy to assi st  you. Please 
note: students and par ents ar e unable to go thr ough the 
l ost  and found them selves. These i tem s w i l l  be di splayed 
on th i s websi te for  two to thr ee weeks and then they w i l l  
be bagged to donate.

LOST & FOUND whps.blackgold.ca/parents/lost-found/

Keep an eye on the 
VIRTUAL lost 

& found on our 
website

Repor t  Card At t endance Inform at ion
COVID-19 has required everyone to adapt and learn both in and out of school, which has 
affected many children's attendance. When a class or an individual student was required 
to isolate or quarantine for COVID-19 reasons, we were required to identify this in the 
attendance system. On the report card, these COVID related absences will show as an 
absence as they were not learning from school. In these situations, the school is fully 
aware of the reasons for the reported increase in 'absences' and is not concerned.

While students worked from home, in December for Junior High and the first week of 
January for all students, attendance was done as normal.

mailto:tobey.morris@blackgold.ca


Rem inder s:
Gr ade 1 - 9 School  Hour s: 8:35 am  - 3:15 pm ECS School  Hour s:
Entr y Bell : 8:30 am AM Class 8:30 am - 11:28 am
Classes Star t: 8:40 am PM Class 12:22 pm - 3:15 pm
Recess & Lunch Staggered
Dismissal: 3:15 pm

* Super visor s ar e outside at 8:15 am

Student  Absences
For  the safety of our  students, i t is extr emely impor tant to noti fy the school i f  your  chi ld w i l l  be late or  
absent. I f  the school is not noti f ied, we are obligated to phone your  home or  off ice, or , i f  needed, your  
emergency contacts to confi rm the absence.

For  your  convenience, we now  have an Online Absence Repor ting Form you can complete on our  websi te 
you may leave a message concerning absences outside of school hours on the voicemai l system from 4:00 
pm to 8:00 am, or  you can send an e-mai l to tobey.mor r is@blackgold.ca and/or  
sandy.musteca@blackgold.ca.

Visi tor s to our  School
At this time, visi tor s/volunteers are not permitted in the school. We w i l l  inform you i f /when this changes.

Ear ly Dism issal  (1st Wednesday of each month) ***No k inder gar ten on Ear ly Dism issal  days***

Bus Loop Safety/Use of the Crosswalks
WHPS has a loop for buses only. Parents have a kiss?n?go area on 
the street. To prevent injury to members of our school family, 
vehicle traffic will not be permitted in the bus loop between 8:00 am 
and 4:00 pm. This time represents the highest potential risk to 
students. Thank you for your continued cooperation in this very 
important matter.

Supervision
The safety and well-being of our students is one of our greatest concerns. In order to assist us in ensuring that we maintain 
adequate supervision of students, please note the following supervision times and related requests

Morning Supervision (before school)? Our entry bell is at 8:30 am. Beginning at 8:15 am, we have staff on supervision. If 
your child attends a daycare or day home that transports your child to our school, please confirm that they are not dropping 
him/her off prior to this time. We do not want children unsupervised.

Recesses ? These times are fully supervised by our own dedicated staff.

After School Supervision? Staff members are outside from 3:15 pm until 3:30 pm. 

Please note there will be NO ACCESS to the playground before or after school, during entry or dismissal.

Parents, please assist us with ensuring optimal supervision in doing the following:

- If you are riding your bike to school to pick-up your child, we would ask that you model appropriate safety rules by 
walking your bike on school property and walking across marked crosswalks.

- If you have your dog with you when you pick up your child, we would ask that you wait by the fence which follows 
the street with your pet. Sometimes we have children afraid of animals or we have children who tend to excite the 
pet and we would be saddened if an injury occurred to a person or student or an animal to be placed in a situation 
where they are over excited.

https://whps.blackgold.ca/parents/whps-online-absence-reporting/
https://whps.blackgold.ca/parents/whps-online-absence-reporting/
https://whps.blackgold.ca/parents/whps-online-absence-reporting/
https://whps.blackgold.ca/parents/whps-online-absence-reporting/


2020- 2021 SCHOOL FEES

Kindergarten:For Sep 8/20 - Jan 31/21 - $50.00 payable September
For Feb 1/21 - Jun 21/21 - $50.00 payable February

Technology Fee: Grade 1 - 3 - $10.00
Technology Fee: Grade 4 - 6 - $20.00 

Replacement Agenda: $7.50

Junior High Option Classes: fees vary, please check our website for 
detailed information

Method of Payment: We are now asking that all fees are paid on-line. 
Payment can be made on your Parent PowerSchool account.  If you 
have any questions please contact the office. 

Division Technology Fee

The BGSD technology access fee covers a variety of new software 
tools for students. The first such tool is assistive technology software, 
this will help students by reading text on the screen from websites 
they visit and documents they create, listening to your work read back 
to you helps catch writing errors and having text read from other 
content helps with understanding. The program also provides word prediction for struggling writers, standard and 
visual dictionaries, highlighting and organization tools and speech to text abilities. A second new software 
application will be a self assessment tool that uses machine learning to provide writing feedback for the student to 
help improve spelling, grammar, sentence structure and provide suggestions for improvement. Lastly we will be 
providing creative publishing and charting tool to enable students to increase creativity and capability beyond a 
standard document or drawing.
Another use of the technology fee is for internet access. Our internet costs are increasing and a new contract by 
Alberta Infrastructure is greatly increasing the cost to school divisions. The funds will help manage that access, 
provide increased bandwidth for BYOED and improve protection for students accessing the internet.

At this t ime, WHPS wi l l  not have 
the fol lowing programs:

- Microwave Program 
- Mi lk  Program
- Hot Lunch Program
- Bake Sales

Bus Reminders

- If your child rides the BGSD yellow school 
bus, they must have their bus pass with 
them. The pass needs to be scanned 
daily. Please encourage your child to be 
on time for the bus pick up and departure 
time to and from the school.

- Parents of students who are riding the 
bus this year are reminded that items 
such as hockey sticks, curling brooms, 
skateboards, etc.are not be allowed on 
buses. Articles cannot be transported that 
are more than 13? x 13? x 23?. This 
applies to buses that regularly transport 
students, as well as buses that take 
students on field trips, once field trips 
resume.

Lost and Found 
whps.blackgold.ca/parents/lost-found/

Each year, we see the large amounts of 
clothing and other articles that are lost and 
never reclaimed. The main reason is that most 
of the articles are not labeled, and we have no 
way of knowing to whom they belong. We are 
asking parents to go on a HUGE labeling blitz. 
Please? .take the time to mark all of your 
child?s MASKS/ clothing / belongings.

To Parent s of  Kindergar t en Children:

In the Spring, the Board set the Kindergarten 
Enhanced Fee at $100, to cover the cost of 
enhanced, in-school activities and field trip 
expenses for Kindergarten children. In 
September, with the uncertainty surrounding 
the 2020-2021 school year, the Division decided 
to charge the Kindergarten Enhanced Fee in 
two installments. The first installment of 
$50.00 was charged in September to all 
Kindergarten children. Our school has 
completed a reassessment, reviewing both the 
expenses to-date as well as the activities 
planned for the remainder of the school year. 
We will be charging an additional $50.00 on 
February 1, to continue to provide resources 
and support activities to enhance Kindergarten 
education.



Leduc Recreation Centre 
Active 8's & 9's

This is a FREE Membership to the LRC and Alexandra Outdoor Pool for Grade 8 and 
Grade 9 students that live or go to school in the City of Leduc and Leduc County 
only.  The membership has to be renewed each school year and is 
valid October to August for those that are eligible so we are asking 
those students that are in Grade 8 and Grade 9 this school year to 
come in to Guest Services and register.

Please note:  I t is applicable only to r esidents who pay municipal taxes 
to the City of Leduc and Leduc County.

Fam ily Leduc Recreat ion Cent re Passes 
West Haven Public School is excited to continue a pilot project with Ever Active Schools, in collaboration with 
the Leduc Recreation Centre (LRC) and Healthy Hearts.  We have one family pass for admission to the LRC that 
our families are welcome to borrow for a week at a time.  Note: Due to Covid 19, the use of the LRC amenities 
must be booked. This can be done through downloading the app at https://www.leduc.ca/liveleducmobileapp, 
by contacting our Guest Services at 780-980-7129, or booking in person at the LRC. To book these passes, 
please contact either Sheila Ankerstein (sheila.ankerstein@blackgold.ca) or Sandy Musteca 
(sandy.musteca@blackgold.ca) to book the passes.

WHPS School Council & Fundraising Societ y News

Hello Parents!

As spring approaches, keep an eye open for new Fundraisers for our Grade 9 Farewell and 

the School.

The next School Council and Fundraising meeting will be Thursday, April 8th at 6:30pm. 

Any questions can be directed to the Fundraising Society at whpsfs@gmail.com.

Fundraising Society
You can support the Fundraising Society by eating at Boston Pizza. Send your BP receipts to the school office 
so the fundraising society can receive 5% back. Thanks for your support!

Leduc Coop-Whenever people get gas, liquor or groceries, or supplies from the building centre they can give 
our Coop number and the school will get a small portion back every year. Every little bit helps! Our Coop 
number is 34666.

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/HJCMcOU_iTgvH0VYiTsJDw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhgI3FP0QnaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGVkdWMuY2EvbGl2ZWxlZHVjbW9iaWxlYXBwVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoASEVan1_EGqf0UiB0b2JleS5tb3JyaXNAZ3NoYXJlLmJsYWNrZ29sZC5jYVgEAAAAAg~~


Ongoing Communicat ion

We encourage and value parental involvement in education. Please maintain 
regular communication with your child?s teacher by reading agendas nightly, 
providing your email address and contact information to the teacher via email. 
Emails are found on the website at whps.blackgold.ca under the 'About' -'Staff 
Contacts"  You may also call the school at 780-986-5991 to speak to staff 
members. Staff respond to emails between 7:00 am & 7:00 pm  when not in front 
of students.

Need to Reach Us?

Our school office is open daily between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm if parents wish to call a staff 
member. If the staff member is unavailable to take your call, you may ask to leave a voice 
message and the staff member will return your call. It is often difficult for a teacher to take a call 
immediately preceding the warning bell in the morning or right after school in the afternoon, so 
we would ask parents to call at times other than these very busy times.

To ensure effective and timely communication, if you have an e-mail address, please provide it to 
your child?s teacher. This will enable staff to communicate with you electronically . Most staff may 
be emailed at the school by the following format: f irst  name.last  name@blackgold.ca

From time to time it may be necessary for the school to relay a message from you to your child. 
Again, the times immediately preceding dismissal are extremely busy in the office. We would ask 
that parents use the student agendas to remind their children of plans for after school and only 
ask the school to relay a message if it is of an emergent nature. We are sometimes asked to 
remind students to go for a haircut or to walk with someone. These types of messages should be 
passed on to your child verbally and if necessary, placed in the agenda. Students are not allowed 
to use the office phone to make play dates with other students. These arrangements need to be 
made before the student arrives at school.

School  Newslet ter /Updated Webpage
Our  newsletter s and school webpage are two of 
the best ways of communicating al l  per tinent 

information about the school. We are continuing 
to be GREEN! Al l  newsletter s are posted to the 

school webpage. General ly, this w i l l  occur  on the 
last day of the month. You can f ind these at 

whps.blackgold.ca

Safety Drills
BGSD has a comprehensive emergency response 
plan. The safety of our students and staff is 
important to us. WHPS will be practicing various 
safety drills. These include fire drills and school 
lock down procedures. Discussions with students 
will precede our drills to increase the awareness of 
safety procedures and decrease possible anxiety.

In the event of an actual school lock down, 
parents will be 
advised by text or 
email (after the event) 
of the necessity for 
the lock down. If 
alternate 
arrangements for pick 
up are necessary, we 
will contact parents.



Lunch Hour Protocol
Students are welcome to stay for lunch but they must abide by the rules that have been established. We 
ask for parents? support in reviewing these expectations with their child. A copy of these expectations 
are printed below.

At West Haven Public School, elementary students will have staggered recess with classroom cohorts. 
We only use staff to supervise during the lunch hour. Our students are supervised by teachers during 
eating periods. Students go outside, weather permitting and there is always a staff member ?on call? in 
the office to deal with issues/injuries which may occur. Each grade level cohort will be assigned a 
designated area and be supervised by a staff member. For the most part, our students are well behaved 
during the lunch hour. In the event of problems during the lunch hour, the teacher on duty will deal with 
the issue. In the event of repeated issues with a particular student, we will contact the parents to advise 
them and to seek a resolution. We appreciate your support.

Lunch Hour Rules
Students are responsible for their behavior and if on-going issues occur and a resolution cannot be 
reached, the school reserves the right to withdraw the privilege of eating in the class for a period of time 
or indefinitely.

- All students are expected to be seated while eating lunch. There should 
be no throwing of food or utensils.

- Students are expected to be in their own classroom during the lunch 
hour.

- If students need to leave their classroom, for any reason (e.g. bathroom, 
office, to put things in lockers, etc.) they are to check with the teacher 
before doing so.

- Students are expected to clean up after themselves. Each classroom has 
paper towel and cleaning solution.

- When the lunch hour bell rings to go outside for recess, students are to 
go outside promptly. Supervisors are asked to ensure all students are out of the classroom, turn off lights 
and close the door.

- If students are to remain inside for any reason, they must be in the class supervised or in the office.
- If a teacher has to speak to a student for misbehavior during the lunch hour, they will monitor the number 

of times the problem(s) is/are occurring and may contact the parent.

Lunch Recess Eating Period

Grades 1 & 4 11:30-11:55 am 11:55 am-12:22 pm

Grades 2 & 5 12:00-12:25 pm 12:25-12:52 pm

Grade 6 12:30-12:55 pm 12:03-12:30 pm

Grade 3 1:00-1:25 pm 12:33-1:00 pm

Jr  High St udent s - Leaving School Grounds at  Luncht im e

In order for junior high students to leave the school grounds at lunchtime, parents/guardians 
must fill out the permission form on the Parent PowerSchool account.  This form along with more 
details can be found under Fees/Forms.



H ygiene Protect ive M easures
Students are required to sani t ize their  hands upon entr y and exi t  fr om  the school . This 
procedure is m andated and includes recesses and com ing to and depar t ing the school . 

Al l  grades 4-9 students are m andated to wear  a m ask  (surgical  style or  other  form  of 
face cover ing that covers both the m outh and the nose). K-3 has the choice of wear ing 
a m ask  but i t  is st i l l  h ighly r ecom m ended. Those wear ing m asks are required to wear  
them  at al l  t im es un less outside, si t t ing in  r ows, or  when social  distancing is otherwise 

possible. 

*Please note that students ar e not be able to br ing in bir thday tr eats or  pass 
ar ound car ds to shar e unti l fur ther  notice.

M aintain ing 2m  Spacing
Inside the school , we have dir ect ional  ar rows and 'Stand H ere' st ickers on the ground helping 

everyone m aintain  the required two m eters distance. Classes are ar ranged in  r ows as per  
guidel ines based upon the need for  2m  spacing. 

Please r emember  that par ents picking up and dr opping off their  child should mainta in 
2m spacing outside the school, i f not wait ing in a  vehicle.

Vol un teer i n g 

at  W H PS
For  the 2020-2021 there wi l l  be NO 

VOLUNTEERING. This, unfor tunately, m eans 

no H ot Lunch, m icrowave days, bake sales, 

parents com ing in  to r ead, and parents 

com ing in to the school  wi th their  chi ldren. 

Lim ited Contact
To m in im ize exposure, the school  is r equired to l im it  the num ber  of people com ing in to the 
bui lding. W e wi l l  gladly welcom e parents once the guidel ines perm it us to do so. This wi l l  

im pact the fol lowing unt i l  fur ther  not ice:

No del i ver i es can  be 
accepted  at  the school . 

Pl an  ahead ! 
Please send your  chi ld to school  wi th h is/ her  
lunch. I tem s som etim es del ivered at the 
school  that should be avoided include 
lunches, snacks, school  work , Sk ip the Dishes, 
etc.

Students won?t be using hal lway lockers unt i l  fur ther  not ice. Please plan to l im it  the num ber  

of i tem s brought to school  in  the backpack . That?s where they wi l l  be asked to store their  

lunch and any belongings that won?t stay in  their  desk .

















Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fr iday Sat urday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

M arch 2021

2:30 pm  Ear ly 
Dism issal

No Kinder  Classes

Term  3 St ar t sTerm  2 Ends

Day 5Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

Day 5Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 1

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

PD Day

No School

Spr ing Break  - No School

Daylight  Savings 
Begins

Beach/Hawaiian 
Day

Gr 4H - Ukrainian 
Pioneer Easter 

In-School Field Trip

Charact er  Ed - 
Hum ilit y

World Down 
Syndrome 

Awareness Day

Crazy Sock  Day

Gr 3A - Ukrainian 
Pioneer Easter 

In-School Field Trip



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fr iday Sat urday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

A pri l  2021

Day 3 Day 4

Day 5 Day 1

2:30 pm  Ear ly 
Dism issal

No Kinder  Classes

Day 2Day 1

Charact er  Ed - 
Wisdom

Day 3 Day 4Day 2

East er  Monday 
No School

Spr ing Break  - 
No School

Good Fr iday

WHPS SC & FC 
Meet ing - 6:30 pm

Day 5 Day 1 Day 3 Day 4Day 2

Day 5 Day 1 Day 3Day 2

PD Day

No School

Int ernat ional 
Ear t h Day

Wor ld Aut ism  
Awareness Day - 

Wear  Blue
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